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Late last week, the Indiana Department of Health announced several significant changes to its 
COVID-19 guidance for K-12 schools. As a result of these changes, we have updated our 
Return to the Classroom Plan.  

The Return to the Classroom Plan was designed and developed for Southwest Allen County 
Schools’ (SACS) families as a reference and guide illustrating and explaining the COVID-19 
mitigation practices the district has implemented during the 2021-2022 school year. Our 
protocols and procedures have continued to be updated as the pandemic has evolved. 

On February 17, 2022, the Indiana Department of Health (IDOH) released new information and 
recommendations specifically for K-12 schools regarding COVID practices. Much of what was 
shared aligns with the SACS Board’s position to end contact tracing and quarantining close 
contacts (persons exposed to someone with COVID). In addition to the brief summary 
below, our updated Return to the Classroom Plan is available here. 

The IDOH’s new guidelines can be viewed by clicking here and include: 

• Schools will no longer contact trace/quarantine students who are exposed to someone 
with COVID.

• Schools are no longer be required to report cases to the local/state health departments.

• The IDOH’s School COVID-19 Dashboard will close.

• Anyone who tests positive for COVID, regardless of symptoms or no symptoms, needs 
to remain home for five days, and until they are fever free for 24 hours without the use of 
medication.

• The expectation to wear a mask is recommended for days 6-10 for anyone returning 
from having COVID.

• Students who utilize bus transportation will be required to mask on the bus per the 
Federal Transportation order.   On February 25, 2022, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) revised their guidelines and no longer requires 
masks to be worn on buses or vans operated by public or private school systems, 
including early care and education/child care programs.  
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As the COVID 19 pandemic transitions to an endemic we remain committed to the health and 
well being of our students, staff and community. Parents/caregivers are asked to monitor your 
children for signs of illness and keep students home when they are sick. SACS will continue to 
work with our local health departments should we see an outbreak or cluster of any illness. 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Park D. Ginder, Ph.D., Superintendent 
Southwest Allen County Schools 


